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Where Do We Begin? 
● Identify qualities you are looking for in a 

school. 



The College Search 
● Super Match College Search on 

Naviance 
● College Board’s Big Future College 

Search
● Many possible college resources: 

Barron’s, Peterson’s, etc. 
● Be mindful that rankings are based on a 

variety of factors; a college’s rank in any 
one area is not as important as the 
overall fit of a school



Recommended Reading
● Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be by 

Frank Bruni
● The College Solution by Lynn 

O’Shaugnessy
● Colleges That Create Futures by Robert 

Franek
● Colleges That Change Lives by Loren 

Pope (http://ctcl.org/) 

http://ctcl.org/


Be Open-Minded!
● There are thousands of schools in the U.S.  

You haven’t heard of all the great ones. 
● Consider exploring schools outside of your 

geographical comfort zone. 
● Consider your learning needs & whether a 

smaller school may be a good fit.
● Keep in mind that schools are more likely to 

offer $$$ to students whose academic profile 
is higher than their average! 



Campus Visits 
● Fill out pre-approved 

absence form from 
Guidance Office. 

● Contact Admissions 
Office to set up tours, 
info sessions, 
interviews, sit in on 
classes, etc.

● Take pictures.
● Take notes.

● Come prepared with 
questions.

● Talk to students – tour 
guides & random 
students!  Ask about 
their experiences. 

● Try to go when the 
college/university is in 
session. 



Importance of Having a Diverse 
College List

Reach:  A college whose admissions criteria surpasses the student’s 
current academic profile (GPA & test scores). The most selective 
colleges and universities are reaches for everyone regardless of how 
strong an applicant is (2-3 reach schools recommended).

Target:  The student’s academic profile is aligned with the 
admissions criteria of the college or university. The student has at 
least a 50% chance of admission based on their academic profile 
(2-3 target schools recommended).

Safe/Foundation: The applicant’s academic profile significantly 
surpasses the college or universities admissions criteria (1-2 safe 
schools recommended).
* Admissions criteria varies from school to school. Most colleges take a 

holistic approach in the admissions process.



Factors in Admissions Decisions
● Application
● High School Transcript, including senior year schedule
● College Essay
● Extracurriculars/Activities (Resume optional) 
● Teacher Letters of Recommendation (typically 2)
● Counselor Written Evaluation
● Standardized Test Scores
● Institutional Priorities from year to year
● Interviews (student initiated)
● Demonstrated Interest 

o College Visit/Communication
o High school visits with campus representative 

(September-November)



How to Stand Out from the Crowd
● Soul Searching- What makes you different from your peers? 

Highlight that!  What will your “hook” be? 

● Know why you want to attend each school to which you apply.  
What will you contribute to the campus & community?

● Write an authentic, introspective college essay.

● Take advantage of opportunities to meet with an Admissions 
counselor (campus or high school visits).

● Consider which teachers from junior or senior year you will ask 
for letters of recommendation.  Who knows you the best?

● Help your counselor write a strong written evaluation for you by 
completing the self assessment by June 1st, 2019.



Standardized Tests
● Most colleges require the standardized 

tests as one of the admissions criteria; 
either SAT or ACT are accepted

● Talk to counselor if student typically 
receives testing accommodations in 
school

● Test- Optional Colleges
◦www.fairtest.org

● SAT Subject Tests 

http://www.fairtest.org/


When Do You Want To Apply?
● Types of Admissions
◦ Rolling
◦ Early Decision
◦ Early Action/Priority
◦ Regular Decision

● Common Application vs. 
School-Specific Application vs. Coalition 
Application



Important Information for
Student Athletes

NCAA Eligibility:
● Create account: https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/ 
●  Should be done at the end of 11th grade

● Request transcript for NCAA through Naviance 
in senior year.

● Tell counselor if you are planning to play at the 
DI or DII level

● Students must be admissible to school of interest 
along with meeting NCAA eligibility 

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


FINANCIAL AID 
AND SCHOLARSHIPS

➢ FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid )
 www.fafsa.ed.gov  * Available October 1st of senior year!

➢ CSS Profile
www.collegeboard.com

➢ Scholarships/Special Programs
Naviance, Listserv, Fast Web, Scholarship Bee, Scholly (app)

➢ Community Scholarship
Available in January of senior year.  One application goes to 
many local organizations for scholarship consideration.
 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


What Can Juniors Do Now?
● Fall 2018: College rep. visits, maintain grades, 

register for SAT or ACT (map out test plan).

● Spring 2019: Visit college campuses, Take the 
SAT or ACT, Complete self-assessment. 

● Summer 2019: Start college essay, finalize 
college list/visits, Start applications. 



Senior Year Timeline

Fall 2019: Request transcripts and letters of 
recommendation on Naviance. Complete 
applications by their application deadlines.

October 1, 2019 : FAFSA opens online.

● The high school does not process transcript requests for 
college before the first day of school except when 
specifically requested by a college program, but you may 
start the Common Application prior to the start of the 
school year.



Student-Driven Process
● The more ownership the students are 

given in this process, the better! 
● Admissions offices expect to hear from 

the students, not their parents. 
● Applications should be completed by 

students, not parents. ☺ 



Sample Letter to Student
Dear Matt, 

On the night before you receive your first college response, we 
wanted to let you know that we could not be any prouder of you 
than we are today.  Whether or not you get accepted does not 
determine how proud we are of everything you have accomplished 
and the wonderful person you have become.  That will not change 
based on what admissions officers decide about your future.  We 
will celebrate with joy wherever you get accepted – and the happier 
you are with those responses, the happier we will be.  But your 
worth as a person, a student and our son is not diminished or 
influenced in the least by what these colleges have decided. 

If it does not go your way, you’ll take a different route to get 
where you want.  There is not a single college in this country that 
would not be lucky to have you, and you are capable of 
succeeding at any of them.  

We love you as deep as the ocean, as high as the sky, all the way 
around the world and back again – and to wherever you are headed. 

~Mom and Dad (from Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be)



Thank you!


